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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Amendment 
The proposed amendment and reply filed on 2/25/2005 has been entered into the 
application file. Claims 2-8 are canceled in the amendment. Claims 10-12 remain pending in the 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The rejection of claims 2 and 5-8 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okadaetal. (US 6,174,620) in view of Moriwaki et al. (US 6,333,124) has been overcome by 
the applicant's canceling of the claims. 

The rejection of claims 2-5 and 7-8 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moriwaki et al. (US 6,333,124) in view of Okada et al. (US 6,174,620) has been overcome by 
the applicant's canceling of the claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-12 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The instant claims are to method manufacturing a prismatic battery case comprising a 
first process step for forming a first intermediate cup element, a second process step for forming 
a second intermediate cup element having a substantially elliptic cross section which is smaller 
in minor-axis-diameter to major-axis-diameter ratio than the cross section of the first 
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intermediate cup element by subjecting the first intermediate cup element to redrawing 
successively in a plural stages; and a third process step for forming a prismatic battery case 
having a substantially rectangular cross section in which a shorter-side plate is made larger in 
thickness a longer-side plate by subjecting the second intermediate cup element to DI processing, 
wherein drawing and ironing are performed successively at a time. 

The references do not teach the process, as claimed, including the step wherein an 
intermediate cup element is prepared with a substantially elliptic cross section, which is smaller 
in minor axis diameter to major axis diameter ration than the cross section of the first 
intermediate cup followed by a step of subjecting the second intermediate cup element to DI 
processing, wherein drawing and ironing are performed successively at a time. As the process of 
the prior art does not include this step, the process is allowed over the prior art. 

The most pertinent art has been cited. For example, Okada et al. (US 6,174,620) teaches 
a prismatic battery case having a substantially rectangular cross-section comprising a 
substantially rectangular shorter side plate and a longer side plate wherein the shorter side plate 
is larger in thickness than the longer side plate (claims 1-11.) The short sidewall is 10% larger 
than the other sidewall. The reference does not teach a process, as claimed, including the step 
wherein an intermediate cup element is prepared with a substantially elliptic cross section, which 
is smaller in minor axis diameter to major axis diameter ration than the cross section of the first 
intermediate cup followed by a step of subjecting the second intermediate cup element to DI 
processing, wherein drawing and ironing are performed successively at a time. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Ruthkosky whose telephone number is 571-272-1291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on FLEX schedule (generally, Monday-Thursday from 9:00- 
6:30.) If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached at 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free.) 
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